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  Spokes & Spurs wrapped up the three part educational 
series with a creative presentation by Carrie Ostrowski-
Place. The clinic covered what one may see in an obstacle 
as competitors work their way though the gates. This mar-
velous clinic was a great learning opportunity for competi-
tors, volunteers and drivers of all levels. Carrie started off 
with a written quiz which prompted discussion about the 
various rules; one can certainly appreciate all that we can 
observe when a competitor is in the obstacle. We then 
went out to an obstacle to watch Sonia Williams drive her 
mare, “Bonnie”, giving us examples of the different levels 
of drivers going though the obstacle; Training, Prelim & 
Intermediate. The clinic participants were given various 
jobs as timers, observers, etc. Our driver also made a mis-

take through the obstacle to see if we 
were paying attention! It really was a fun 
learning experience. Thank-you, Carrie, 
Sonia, Travis (Sonia’s ‘Gator), Bonnie and 
Leslye at Valkyrie’s Haven for hosting 
these and the other events! As usual, we 
also had a delicious pot-luck lunch. 

 Several of our members were also on hand for the United 
States Pony Club Festival, held at the KY Horse Park at the 
end of July.  A Driving Derby Demo was put on (thank you 
Jennifer Harber, Esther Benitez and Charlotte’s Creek for 
bringing in the elements for the course).  USEF/ADS had a 
booth set up with a rein board and so much information 
about the world of driving.  Jacob Arnold and Leslie Berndl 
gave driving lessons to a number of Pony Club students.  
There was quite a bit of interest in driving (in fact the les-
sons were full and some of the kids were disappointed that 
they weren’t able to give driving a try).  Thank you to Karen 
Cherry and Carrie Ostrowski-Place for putting this all to-
gether and coaching the young drivers.  They did a super 
job with the derby.   

 Our next club event will be held at Charlotte’s Creek in 
Georgetown on Saturday, Sept 5.  This will be the final driv-
ing derby of the year.  Be sure to get your entries in ASAP.  
Ann Katona, katdogpony@gmail.com cell (815) 761-5335 

 The Board will hold a planning meeting in November in 
order to plan events for 2027.  What event would you like to 
have?  We are open to any and all suggestions.  We would 
also like to continue with the educational events.  We had 
three fantastic learning events this year.  What would you 
suggest for next year?  We’d love to hear from you.   

-Ann 

1–President’s Message 

2– Driving Derby Series 

3– Used Tack Sale 

Halloween at the Haven CDE 

4– Calendar, Library 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE...  

September/October 2026 

Photo by Lisa Pellicano 
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Classified Ads are FREE in the 
Newsletter for Spokes and Spurs 

Members!  Sell your used harness, 
carriages, and tack here! 

Send ads to:  dunhorse1220@gmail.com 
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DATE EVENT LOCATION 

Aug 28-30 Suzy Stafford Clinic Charlotte's Creek Farm  

    Georgetown, KY 

Sept 11-13 Villa Louis Carriage Prairie du Chien, WI 

Sept 17-20 Tryon Fall CDE Tryon, NC 

Sept 25-27 Indiana CDE Hoosier Horse Park Edinburgh, IN 
Oct 5-11 National Drive  Hoosier Horse Park Edinburgh, IN 

Oct 16-18 Nashoba Carriage Germantown, TN 

Oct 23-25 Halloween at the  Valkyrie's Haven Farm Paris, KY 

Nov 6-8 Stableview CDE Aiken, SC 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Spokes and Spurs Library  

Spokes and Spurs has a nice little library available to our members. Let 

Ann Katona know if you would like to check-out anything. 

*American Carriages, Sleighs, Sulkies and Carts 168 Illustrations from Victorian 

Sources! Edited by Don H. Berkebile 

*American Horse-Drawn Vehicles - Being a collection of 218 pictures... Jack D. Rit-

tenhouse 

*Bending the Driving Horse Muffy Seaton 

*Breaking a Horse to Harness - A Step by Step Guide Sallie Walrond 

*Bristol Wagon & Carriage Illustrated Catalog, 1900 Bristol Wagon & Carriage Works 

Co. Ltd. 

*Carriage Driving - A Logical Approach Through Dressage Training Heike Bean and 

Sarah Blanchard 

*Discovering Horse Drawn Carriages D. J. Smith 

*Driven Dressage with the Single Horse Sandy Rabinowitz 

*Driver Proficiency Program - Level I and Road Driving Syllabus The Carriage Asso-

ciation of America 

*Driving a Harness Horse - A Step by Step Guide (A sequel to Breaking a Horse to 

Harness) Sallie Walrond 

*Driving for Pleasure or The Harness Stable and its Appointments Francis T. Un-

derhill 

*The Encyclopedia of Driving Sallie Walrond 

*The Essential Guide to Carriage Driving Robyn Cuffey and Jaye-Allison Winkel 

*Fundamentals of Private Driving Sallie Walrond 

*Horse-Drawn Vehicles at the Shelburne Museum Kenneth Edward Wheeling 

*Illustrated Catalogue of Carriages and Special Business Advertiser / G. & D. Cook & 

Co.’s Forward by Paul H. Downing 

*Walnut Hill: A Grand Celebration of the Horse & Carriage Robert Lannazzi; Photog-

rapher. Bill Remley; Commentator 

 

 


