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 Our summer has just been flying by!! We’ve had such wonder-
ful events at Charlotte’s Creek and Valkyrie’s Haven. I’m looking 
forward to the cookout and drive at Charlotte’s Creek. 
    At our annual meeting, last December, we had quite a bit of 
discussion about generating interest to our world of driving for 
newcomers. Some great ideas were tossed around with delibera-
tion as to how to bring this faction of horsemanship safely to 
beginners. As luck would have it, Tracy Raikes shared a wonder-
ful outline that the Ohio club had utilized. With the help of our 
local clinicians, (how are we so fortunate to have such experi-
enced drivers in our area?) We pulled it off!!  

 Thank-you to Leslye Sandberg for opening Valkyrie’s Haven to these seminars. 
We started off in May with Carrie Ostrowski-Place giving the in-depth power point 
demo as well as a hands on harnessing of the horse; demonstrating correct fit and 
order of harnessing. June brought the Ground-driving clinic with Jacob Arnold. Ja-
cob used one of his horses to demonstrate working a horse in a circle, working on 
bending and compliance. Then he brought out a pony to illustrate adding a tire to 
be pulled, having the pony/horse become accustomed to traces alongside the legs 
and changing paces. After the demo, two resident horses were brought out for any-
one to try their hand at long-lining. July was our final clinic with Sterling Graburn. 
Sterling covered all kinds of vehicles from basic, utility carts to four wheeled mara-
thon vehicles, presentation vehicles, an antique (what to look for in an older vehi-
cle) as well as what harnesses are correct for each vehicle.; balance of the two 
wheeled cart; then a horse was brought out to show safe hitching; putting to and 
finishing.  
     The seminars were very well received! I know that I learned something new at 
each clinic. We had newcomers as well as some of our long time members come 
out. The events brought back fond memories of Gayla Driving Center hosting these 
types of events. We are looking forward to hosting this series again in 2026! We 
will be bringing new ideas; What exactly does a Navigator do?, How is a dressage 
test scored?-we’re planning on watching a dressage test with participants given a 
test sheet to score then we will go over points and compare notes! These are just a 
few ideas and we welcome your input to keep these seminars fresh.  

• I’m planning on having a board meeting soon (Sept. or Oct) at which time we
will go over the calendar for 2026. We welcome your input. I will be posting the
date and meeting location soon. 

    I’m reaching out to the club for suggestions on the December meeting. For many 
years we were quite fortunate to utilize the CAA conference room for our gather-
ing. Unfortunately, for us, the Horse Park will continue to use this room to set up all 
of the computers that operate the, “Southern Lights” show. There simply isn’t 
enough table space for us and I shudder to think what could happen if we were to 
bump into a computer or spill food for drink onto one of the computers. I visited 
the Secretariat Center, also at the Horse Park, but their conference room is much 

too small for our group. I’d lik e to keep the meeting in December so that more 
members may attend as many members leave in late Dec./early Jan. for Florida. 
Any suggestions? Please let me know, katdogpony@gmail.com 

• Be sure to check the calendar. As I write this the World Championship Horse
Pairs, Beekbergen 2025 (NED) is in full swing. I’m hoping that I can find some time
to watch video of the events. Team USA is represented by Jacob Arnold, Taylor
Bradish & Vernon Helmuth. We wish them the best of luck! A few of our members
are there to cheer them on!

• At the end of the month the (Aug), the  Suzy Stafford Clinic will be held at
Charlotte’s Creek. Suzy is a wonderful clinician for all levels of drivers.  The clinic is
full but auditors are welcome.

    Oct. 24-26 will be the DT & CT at Valkyrie’s Haven. This will be a newer format 

with ADS and USEF held over the course of the three days. Be sure to come out for 

this fun even, Halloween at the Haven - of course volunteers are always needed 

and it’s the best way to share camaraderie of our sport!  

1—President’s Message 

2-Valkyries Haven DT/CT 

3-Intro to Driving Clinic

4-Driving Bits-selection

and use 

5-Calendar 

6-Library 

mailto:katdogpony@gmail.com
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Please Join Us for this year's Halloween At The Haven as 

we offer a new format - putting together an ADS CT/DT 

and a USEF Short Format CDE in the same weekend! 

Members of either organization will be able to compete.  
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Carrie Ostrowski-Place Harnessing Clinic 

Jacob Arnold Ground Driving Clinic 

Using cones to help maintain a circle 

 

Pulling a 

tire...always have a 

header to begin. 

A new, young driver 

perhaps? 

Sterling Graburn Carriage Clinic 

Looking at a variety of vehicles.  

We just love the friendships 

here! 

 

Hitched and ready to drive!  

Again...using a header and 

don’t forget your whip. 

Demonstrating balance in 

the two wheel cart 

Discussing harness fit and adjustment 
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2025 Spokes and Spurs Calendar 
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Spokes and Spurs Library 
Spokes and Spurs has a nice little library available to our 

members. Let Ann Katona know if you would like to check-

out anything. 

*American Carriages, Sleighs, Sulkies and Carts 168 Illustra-

tions from Victorian Sources! Edited by Don H. Berkebile 

*American Horse-Drawn Vehicles - Being a collection of 218 

pictures... Jack D. Rittenhouse 

*Bending the Driving Horse Muffy Seaton 

*Breaking a Horse to Harness - A Step by Step Guide Sallie 

Walrond 

*Bristol Wagon & Carriage Illustrated Catalog, 1900 Bristol 

Wagon & Carriage Works Co. Ltd. 

*Carriage Driving - A Logical Approach Through Dressage 

Training Heike Bean and Sarah Blanchard 

*Discovering Horse Drawn Carriages D. J. Smith 

*Driven Dressage with the Single Horse Sandy Rabinowitz 

*Driver Proficiency Program - Level I and Road Driving Syllabus 

The Carriage Association of America 

*Driving a Harness Horse - A Step by Step Guide (A sequel to 

Breaking a Horse to Harness) Sallie Walrond 

*Driving for Pleasure or The Harness Stable and its Appoint-

ments Francis T. Underhill 

*The Encyclopedia of Driving Sallie Walrond 

*The Essential Guide to Carriage Driving Robyn Cuffey and 

Jaye-Allison Winkel 

*Fundamentals of Private Driving Sallie Walrond 

*Horse-Drawn Vehicles at the Shelburne Museum Kenneth Ed-

ward Wheeling 

*Illustrated Catalogue of Carriages and Special Business Ad-

vertiser / G. & D. Cook & Co.’s Forward by Paul H. Downing 

*Walnut Hill: A Grand Celebration of the Horse & Carriage Rob-

ert Lannazzi; Photographer. Bill Remley; Commentator 

 

 

*Spokes and Spurs members may post FREE classi-

fied ads in the Spokes and Spurs  Newsletter.  

Send ads to dunhorse1220@gmail.com.  


